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Introduction

The Airways School Asia-Pacific (ASAP) is an educational program established by the National Asthma Council Australia (NAC) with support from GlaxoSmithKline. Focussing on best-practice respiratory management, the evidence-based curriculum has been developed to meet the specific needs of doctors from the Asia-Pacific region. 
Objectives

The overall objective is to ensure participants have the knowledge, practical skills and tools to implement best-practice COPD and asthma management in their own countries. 

The ASAP Course focuses on:

· Best-practice medical and non-medical management of COPD and asthma

· Practical skills such as inhaler device technique and lung function tests

· Analysis of real-life examples and case scenarios

· How to implement this knowledge into routine practice

Educational approach

An interactive, dynamic and supportive educational environment is provided throughout the course to promote participant engagement and learning.

The ASAP Course is facilitated by a skilled GP educator. This GP is joined by subject experts at various points during the program to explore certain topics in detail.

All presenters are highly experienced clinical educators, drawn from the NAC’s international network of respiratory specialists, leading GPs, and asthma educators. 

Professional development recognition

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Association, Singapore
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The COPD Association, Singapore was set up in 2004 to provide support and care for COPD sufferers and their carers. By increasing  public awareness about COPD and to encourage case finding in partnership with family physicians, the Association hopes to improve COPD prevention, detection and management in Singapore.
Through the COPD Association, Singapore, the ASAP Course is approved for Singapore Medical Council CME Family Medicine 4 Core Points [CME Event – 1BX20100600175C].

International Primary Care Respiratory Group
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The International Primary Care Respiratory Group (IPCRG) brings together national primary care respiratory interest groups from around the world. The IPCRG aims to raise standards of care in individual countries and globally, through collaborative research, innovation and dissemination of best practice and education.
The ASAP Course is endorsed by IPCRG as a primary care education program.
Advisory Faculty

The ASAP Course was developed with the ASAP Advisory Faculty:
Associate Professor Ron Tomlins, general practitioner (Chair)

Chair, GP Asia-Pacific Respiratory Board; Past Chair, National Asthma Council Australia

Dr George Gomez, general practitioner

Member representing Malaysia, GP Asia-Pacific Respiratory Board

Dr GM Monsur Habib, general practitioner

Member representing Bangladesh, GP Asia-Pacific Respiratory Board

Dr Kerry Hancock, general practitioner
Chair, NAC General Practitioners' Asthma Group; Principal of a Group General Practice and Senior Lecturer Primary Care Respiratory Research Unit, University of Adelaide.

Associate Professor Christine McDonald, adult respiratory physician – COPD

Deputy Director, Department of Respiratory and Sleep Medicine, Austin Hospital; and Director, Institute for Breathing and Sleep Medicine, Melbourne
Professor Colin Robertson, paediatric respiratory physician

Director, Dept. of Respiratory Medicine, Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne
Associate Professor Frank Thien, adult respiratory physician – asthma and allergy

Director of Respiratory Medicine, Box Hill Hospital, Melbourne

The ASAP Course was adapted for Singapore in conjunction with Dr Tan Tze Lee, general practitioner, Member representing Singapore, GP Asia-Pacific Respiratory Board.

About the National Asthma Council Australia
The National Asthma Council Australia (NAC) is the leading national body for asthma in Australia, working to improve health outcomes and quality of life for people with asthma. The NAC produces the Asthma Management Handbook – the Australian treatment guidelines for asthma – and implements these with workshops and other educational activities for health professionals in urban, rural and remote Australia.

For some years the NAC has been very active on the international scene, as a founding member of the International Primary Care Respiratory Group, and working across the Asia–Pacific region on initiatives to promote the treatment of asthma and COPD. These initiatives include establishing national respiratory health organisations, assisting in the development of localised guidelines, advising on and presenting at seminars and workshops for health professionals, and sharing its educational resources
In 2008, the NAC collaborated with GlaxoSmithKline Asia-Pacific to form the GP Asia-Pacific Respiratory Board, bringing together GPs from 9 countries in the region. The Board aims to bring about improved quality of life and health outcomes of COPD and asthma patients through the implementation of good management practices by primary care physicians. The ASAP Course is an initiative of the Board.

Throughout all international activities, the NAC promotes the need for training of the major health professional groups that treat respiratory disease, in order to implement treatment guidelines to improve management of asthma and related conditions.
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